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God’s Blessings Upon Father Brian Fallon
By Gloria Rohrer

throughout his priestly journey; particularly the
Before Brian Fallon completed the fifth grade at
priests at Holy Infant past and present and, of
Holy Infant School, he began asking his parents,
course, all of the wonderful Sisters of Mercy from
Mary Kay and Brian Fallon, Sr., about the priestMeath Ireland who guided him through his Holy
hood. By the time Brian was in the
sixth grade, he felt God was inviting
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
him to consider becoming a priest. An
added benefit was the nurturing environment in which Brain was raised.
His father remarked that as their son
grew older he would come downstairs
to say goodnight and they would have
conversations that would last until
midnight. Brian learned that not only
photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Father Fallon along with everyone else enjoyed the
entertaining Homily provided by Cardinal Dolan.

Cardinal Dolan as Homilist for Father Fallon’s First Mass.

could he talk to his Dad and the priests about his
discernment, but he could also talk with his close
friends and they supported him.
Brian is grateful to all those who supported him

Infant school years. Each and everyone
encouraged him in the right direction.
As the years passed and it appeared
that Brian was serious about being a
priest, many of his Mother’s friends
asked her the same question, “What do
you think about your son becoming a
priest?” Her response was that she was happy with
his decision, but was never pressuring.
The new Reverend Brian Fallon stated that the
support of his family, the other priests, Sisters,
(Continued on page 2)
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Holy Infant parishioners plus his faith in
God helped him reach this point in his
life. “I really credit Holy Infant and its
loving, nurturing community for all the
support I received over so many years,”
Fallon said. “Everyone from our dear
priests, Sisters, teachers, to coaches, scout
leaders, youth ministers, adults, and
friends affirmed me, challenged me, and
prayed for me. That’s the ‘Culture of Vocations’ we keep hearing about, and it has
mad a huge difference in my vocation!”
Father Fallon still feels it is all surreal and
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Father Brian Fallon making remarks at his First Mass May 27, 2012.
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the homilist at his Mass of Thanksgiving,
Father Fallon said Cardinal Dolan had encouraged him to persevere in the seminary
beginning at Holy Infant’s 50th Anniversary
celebration eight years ago. When Fr. Anthony Yates invited Cardinal Dolan to
preach at his Mass in 2010, Fr. Fallon decided to ask Cardinal Dolan as well, and was
“delighted” he could come. “He’s been a
great influence to so many,” Fallon said. “It
makes it even more special that he’s from
our parish!” Father Fallon also spoke of the
opportunity he had after his ordination to go
to Rome where he was able to say a Mass of
Thanksgiving.
Many of the priests who attended Father
Fallon’s first Mass were priests who had
Father Fallon with his parents, Brian and Mary Kay, and his sister Liz Fallon
helped
him at Saint Louis University High
who offered her beautiful voice for the “Ave Maria.”
School and at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.
Father Fallon thanks all the people who helped
remains very grateful to all who helped him
him, encouraged him and supported him on his
achieve his goal.
walk to God.
When asked how Cardinal Dolan came to be

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)

By Amy Kampschroeder

With Pam Miller

Holy Infant MOPS is currently enrolling members for the 2012—2013 school year. Meetings are held the first and
third Wednesday of every month, September through May, from 9:15 to 11:15 am in the Holy Infant Room. Child care
is provided during meetings. MOPS is a faith based community of mothers who offer each other support and discussion
regarding parenting, marriage, health and overall well-being. Please contact Courtney Ancel (courtneyjo16@gmail.com
or 314-504-7385) or Rita Adolphson (rmacoach@gmail.com or 630-926-0281) for more information.
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All
Of God’s
Beauty
By Fr. Stanger

My thanks to our Holy Infant "Gifted Gardeners" for volunteering throughout the year to
keep the grounds of our campus so
beautiful. Their many hours of planting, mulching, watering and weeding are very much appreciated. I wish that I could adequately pass on all
of the positive comments from visitors and
parishioners alike, about the beauty of our
campus.
submitted photo
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Pray for Life !!
By Jeff Logullo

With Kathie Hanneke

Earlier this year, at a Holy Infant Knights of
Columbus Council Meeting, this group of men
heard about plans for their council to purchase an
ultrasound machine for a women’s heath clinic.
Jeff Logullo, present at this meeting later shared,
“One fact left a real impression on me. A woman
who sees an ultrasound image of the tiny life within her womb will choose to keep the baby 95% of
the time.”
The Holy Infant Knights of Columbus and Ladies Auxiliary raised over $25,000 in the Baby
Bottle campaign. This money is going towards
purchasing a THRIVE ultrasound van. The two
organizations are planning other fund-raising projects to raise more money to purchase another
THRIVE van for St. Louis. Jeff expressed how
proud he is that the Knights and Ladies Auxiliary
embarked on this project and grateful to the
generosity of Holy Infant Parishioners.
It seems that an ultrasound image revealed a
miracle to a young mother in the following story
received from Brian Westbrook, Co-Director 40
Days For Life St. Louis. We invite you to read the
following as it reinforces the efforts of the Holy
Infant Knights:

Holy Infant’s Gifted Gardeners

CLICK HERE
http://www.youtube.com/user/RomanCatholic33#p/a/u/0/CJt
RXzyWu18

During all the excitement surrounding Abby
Johnson's and Fr. Frank Pavone's visits, we received a notification of the second LIFE saved
from abortion here in St. Louis during the Spring
campaign (40 Days For Life):
The latest report comes from Kelly of St. Joseph Parish. She and several others were praying
on the sidewalk on a typical Tuesday morning.
She explains, “There was constant traffic in and
out of Planned Parenthood.” As they stood with
their signs two women walked out of the building
and one of them started waving a piece of paper
and yelling out to those of us that were on the
sidewalk, “I didn’t do it” over and over. These
(Continued on page 10)
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Holy Infant Rummage Rampage
– A Bargain Hunter's Dream –
By Carol Laupp

submitted photo

Each Spring, our parishioners know it's time for
“Spring Cleaning” their homes, basements, garages, and offices to donate their treasures to the Holy
Infant's Rummage Rampage which was held this
year on June 22—June 24. This was the 5th annual
Rummage Rampage and it proved to be the most
successful one yet.
Everyone was busy setting up, sorting and pricing the donations under the direction of Joanne
Lewis, Chair, and Rita Adolphson, Co Chair. Joanne commented, “Without the help of Mary Jane
and Larry Bahr, who do our pricing and organizing
Father Stanger with the volunteer team.
the Boutique; Pauline Nocifora, who sold raffle
tickets (with help from Nancy Turpin during the
Unsold rummage items went to charitable orsale); JoAnn Dinkelkamp, who did all of our comganizations such as; Newborns In Need—All the
puter work; Nell Cox who organized
Babies of Eastern Missouri Chapter,
Save the dates for our Ballwin Historical Society, St. Vinthe jewelry; Joe Sinabaldi who controls all the financial work; plus apnext Rummage
cent DePaul Thrift Store, Habitat for
proximately 70 parish volunteers and
Humanity, Bethesda Thrift Store and
Rampage:
our pastor, Fr. Edward Stanger, our
many more charities.
Friday, June 21 sale would not have been such a Sunday, June 23, 2013
We would like to think our sale is
huge success." Father's enthusiasm,
part of a recycling and re-purposing
energy, and his homemade lunches on Saturday
endeavor, as it saves items from loading our landand Sunday for the volunteers were much apprecifills and instead finds a good home with someone
ated food for our souls and stomachs.
who can "reuse it".
This year's sale brought in approximately
Special thanks and gratitude to all of you who
$17,000. Proceeds from the sale will be used for a
visited and contributed to the success of our 2012
new tarp covering and remote motor on our gymRummage Sale.
nasium floor.

Do You Wanna Play Some Football?
Play football with the Knights – 2012 Season !
The prizes are great!! You could win up to two tickets to every Rams league home game and up to $95 cash
a week for seventeen weeks!! Click on the link below and find out how to win playing the Holy Infant
Knights of Columbus Football contest. It will be fun and there are seven chances to win every week. Read
the details. All the proceeds will go to support the Holy Infant Knights of Columbus charities, some of which
are included in this article. Take a look!! Get the whole family in on it.
http://www.holyinfant-kofc.org/football
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Congratulations Monsignor Dempsey
and Father Monahan
Two previous Holy Infant Priests celebrated their 50th anniversary in the priesthood. Monsignor Thomas
J. Dempsey was named pastor of Holy Infant Parish in 2001. He recently retired in 2011 from Holy Infant
with residence at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church. Father Joseph R. Monahan was associate pastor at
Holy Infant from 1993-2002 and is currently in residence at Mother of Perpetual Help.
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
submitted photo

Monsignor Thomas J. Dempsey celebrated his Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving June 10, 2012 at St. Joan
of Arc Catholic Church accompanied by his brother,
Father John (Jack) Dempsey and Deacon Ken Clemens. Also participating in the Mass were (L) Monsignor James Telthorst, homilist and Monsignor
Michael Turek, Pastor of St. Joan of Arc.

Father Monahan presiding over the 50th Anniversary
of his ordination Mass June 3, 2012 at Holy Infant
Catholic Church with Father Stanger and Deacon Joe
Iovanna assisting.
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
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Sister Rosario Delaney participated in the Readings
of the Scripture at Monsignor Dempsey’s Mass.

Father Monahan, Monsignor Jerome Buchheit,
Father Edward Stanger and Monsignor Thomas
Dempsey joined by Sister Charlene Griesheber, Sister Rosario Delaney, Principal of Holy Infant
School, Sister Geraldine Vogel, and Sister Mary
Luke Bauman at the reception dinner at Bartolino’s
Osteria.
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A SPECIAL INVITATION FOR THOSE
INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC
photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Words and Works is a
quarterly publication of
Holy Infant Parish, informing parishioners of
events and activities of
interest to the parish, with
a further goal of fostering
unity within the Church
and drawing all together
into a closer warmer
Church family.
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(314) 498-6730
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I would like to personally invite
anyone who is not Catholic to become a member of our Catholic faith
family, and any baptized Catholic
who is not confirmed to celebrate
the Sacrament of Confirmation.
We have a process here at Holy Infant called the Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) for people who
desire to join our Catholic faith.
This process is also an opportunity
for those already baptized into the
Catholic faith to prepare to celebrate
the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or
Confirmation if you have not received these Sacraments.
The process of this Rite of Christian
Initiation has its roots in the beginnings of the Church, when people
who wanted to become disciples of
Jesus and wished to be baptized into
the faith, were invited to “come, see
and experience” the good news that
Jesus proclaimed. The Church welcomed these people to begin a journey – often two or three years – in
order to fully experience and understand all that the Church taught.
During the early days of the Church,
these meetings were held in secret
for fear of persecution and death!

We don’t ask for three years and
there is little chance of persecution
or death in your journey of becoming Catholic. We do ask you to attend weekly meetings throughout
the 9 months so that you have the
opportunity to experience the many
ways our faith is expressed during
different times and seasons of the
year.
There will be an informational meeting for anyone who is interested in
beginning the process -- or for anyone who wants more information -on Wednesday, August 22 at 7:00
pm in the Upper Cafeteria. This
meeting will be a time for questions,
answers and explanations. This is
an opportunity to see if this is the
right time for you to deepen your
faith through becoming a Catholic.
It will be a time of welcome, and a
time to introduce our team and share
our excitement about the coming
year.
After the introductory meeting, all
other meetings will be in Rosario
Hall on Wednesdays, beginning in
September, through May of the next
year, usually from 7 pm to 9 pm.
You will be received into the faith at
Easter.
We have a wonderful team of parishioners who are dedicated to making this part of a person’s faith journey as fulfilling, welcoming and inspiring as possible. This can be a
tremendous time of learning and discerning, of trying to understand and
follow more closely God’s will for
(Continued on page 7)
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in our lives. Several of the ‘catechists’ who make up
the R.C.I.A. team have been serving in this ministry
for many years, so they are experienced in facilitating your journey of faith through the steps of Christian Initiation of Adults.
I think you will find this process to be filled with
faith-enriching benefits and considerable growth in
your love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus.

process if he or she would like to learn more about
the Catholic faith, or would serve as a sponsor for
someone else who is joining the Church or receiving
Sacraments. Please call Fr. Tim Bannes at the
rectory 636-227-7440, extension 104, Laura Marlo
at 636-346-7983 or Laura Teague at 636-458-0381.
I look forward to meeting with you on August 22.

We also invite any Catholic to become a part of this

RECEPTION FOR MARY PANCELLA AND
DEACON KEN CLEMENS, JUNE 3, 2012

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Monsignor Buchheit, Father Stanger and Monsignor Dempsey joined in the celebration of Mary’s 25 years
as Director of the music ministry at Holy Infant and the reassignment of Deacon Ken Clemens to Our Lady
of Sorrows. Mary will be in active retirement, playing the organ and piano when needed. Deacon Ken is
returning to the parish where he was ordained to the Diaconate and also where he and Sharon were
married.
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Tale of Two Lauras - Two Lives - One Mission
By Kathie Hanneke

What
happens when you
put a banker and
an advertising
executive
together? You get
a dynamic team
heading
Holy
Infant’s R.C.I.A.
(Rite of Christian
Initiation
for Adults) program. How did
Laura Marlo, the
banker,
and
Laura Teague,
submitted photo
the ad executive,
end
up working
Laura Marlo
together to head
Holy Infant’s dynamic and lively R.C.I.A. program,
which guide at least eight people each year in the
tenets of the Catholic Faith?
Most people know Laura Marlo as the head of the
kitchen crew during the St. Patrick’s Day Celebration. She is also in charge of the Eucharistic Ministers. Behind the scenes, she is married for 26 years
to Bill and mother of Alison, who is working on her
MBA and Nick, a senior in computer engineering at
Manhattan College.
She got involved with R.C.I.A. as a sponsor after
attending a Parish Renewal Retreat Weekend back in
the mid -1990s. She stayed on when she saw this
Ministry as being so important in helping people
with their desire to become Catholic. As the
R.C.I.A. Program Coordinator, she said she couldn’t
do the job alone and is fortunate to have a dedicated,
hardworking, cohesive team to help with all the
tasks involved in the nine month process. She and
the Team keep spiritually grounded by participating
in classes, seminars and retreats outside of the
R.C.I.A. process.
This is where Laura Teague comes in as Laura
M’s assistant coordinator. She started in R.C.I.A. as
a sponsor seventeen years ago, when her husband,

Gerard, went through the program to become a Catholic. She loved the process so much that she has
been on the Team ever since. She started in hospitality but her background in corporate training gave
her the skills to help train sponsors and help people
who want to learn about the faith.
Laura T. also wears many hats. She is involved
in Stephen Ministry, lectors at Mass and is also a
Eucharistic Minister. She has two children, Jenniy,
who is a coordinator of cable installation at Integrated Network Cable, and Chris, a manager at Olive
Garden, who with his wife, are expecting their first
child in December. Laura is really looking forward
to being a Grandma!
These two very different people share the same
passion for the R.C.I.A. program. Both feel the program is a wonderful way for people to become Catholic. According to Laura M., the process helps people see they are a part of something larger than
themselves, a part of the parish faith community. So
many times participants have said they did not expect the Catholic Church to be so welcoming! This
feeling of being an important part of the parish community is just as essential as learning the tenets of
the Catholic faith. Laura T. said it was important for
people to realize that one does not have to be an expert in Catholicism to help with R.C.I.A. She said
many people are afraid to sponsor because they are
not knowledgeable enough, but all you need, Laura
T. said, is faith and a commitment to walk with
someone on their faith journey.
People start the R.C.I.A. process for many reasons. Perhaps the spouse is Catholic and they want
the family to practice the same faith. Another may
come after being asked by their son or daughter
making their First Communion, why they don’t go to
Communion. Some have come after seeing a friend,
relative or neighbor have a close relationship with
Christ and they want to learn more about
Catholicism to have similar closeness.
Laura T. mentioned people love the presenters
and that the Team does not just preach to them, but
also invites small group sharing and interactions.
She said as the participants go through various
(Continued on page 9)
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stages of the process, that there are Rites that are very
special and moving. Some of these Rites take place at
Mass so the entire congregation can become involved
in prayer for the Inquirers as they go through the process. A special highlight is when the Inquirers meet
the Archbishop at the Rite of Election on the first
Sunday in Lent.
Both agree that even after all these years of being
involved in the R.C.I.A. program; they still learn
something new each year. There are new questions
being asked year after year and the priests and Team
help answer them. Both expressed love at seeing the
participants experience true conversion and participate
actively with the Mass. Many participate in parish
events during the process and later become integral
parts of the parish community. Laura M. as St. Patrick’s Celebration kitchen chief, has filled the kitchen
with R.C.I.A. participants and alumni. They have a
great time working together and renewing friendships.
Both love walking around at parish events and noting
how many of the people involved are alumni of the
R.C.I.A. process. Many are now in leadership roles.
This tells us that the R.C.I.A. process works – it produces INVOLVED Catholics!
Holy Infant is fortunate to have two women with
careers and families taking time out to serve the parish
community by leading the R.C.I.A. program. Many
alumni and parishioners
can
vouch for how
these
women’s
sacrifice of time
and sharing of
their talents have
changed
their
lives and the parish for the better.
Thank you to the
dynamic Duo!
For more information on the
R.C.I.A. program,
call Laura Teague
at 636-458-0381 submitted photo
or Laura Marlo at
636-346-7983.
Laura Teague
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It Feels Good
To Be Home
By Jim Wedick

With Pam Miller

The old Chinese proverb about the longest
journey beginning with a single step applies to my
journey home to Catholicism. The single step in
question was actually a misstep I made while
mowing my lawn. It resulted in a broken ankle.
The next morning my wife dropped me off at the
orthopedic surgeon and then went to her own doctor’s appointment. When she came back to pick
me up, she seemed very upset. After we got
home, she told me she had just been
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.
This news and the excruciating pain
from my foot made me think of the
story of Job. God had my complete
attention, and I knew I would have
to call on Him for strength.
I spent most of the next few
months in a chair in my living room
doing a lot of reading, watching
Catholic programs on EWTN, praying and thinking. My broken foot slowed me down in such a
way that I had the time to make the inward journey through my mind and heart until I reached the
decision to come back.
When my foot healed, I started going to Mass to
observe. I didn’t take communion, so I got in people’s way a little. I knew I would have to go to
confession or reconciliation before I could fully
participate. The Saturday I decided to go was
busy and I think I was the last person with just a
few minutes left. Father Stanger was the priest
and I half expected him to groan when I told him
how long it had been since my last confession.
Instead, what I got was a very hearty “That is
wonderful! Welcome back!!” It was music to my
ears.
Since then I took Father Stanger’s advice and
went to PX90 where Father Bannes, Bob Phillips,
Gene Bestgen and everyone else were very
(Continued on page 10)
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welcoming. I was also warmly received by Laura
Marlo, Laura Teague and Patricia Foley at R.C.I.A.
I should also mention that I am looking forward to
the Jonah training led by Marty Scrima whose prayer
group has been a real source of strength. I feel like
everyone at Holy Infant has tried to make sure that I
came in for a soft landing. Thank you.
If anyone else out there is
considering becoming a
Catholic, my message would
be, It is a feast – come and
dine!

women drove out of the parking lot. They stopped
to talk with Kelly and the other vigil volunteers.
The paper the woman was waving earlier was an
ultrasound picture of “Her Baby” as the woman
explained. The vigil volunteers were elated and
started to cheer.
Kelly continues, “I handed her the resource
booklet telling her there is help available for her
and her baby.” This new mom drove away with a
thankful heart and a list of real choices.

www.CatholicsComeHome.org
Visit this website to see a video that you'll probably want to share!
Founder Tom Peterson gives a brief introduction,
then sit back and enjoy . . .

Finding A Catholic College
By Pam Miller
It would seem that all too often finding a college leads to
headaches and heartaches for parents. On my family’s search
for suitable colleges for our twin daughters, we have witnessed
firsthand the religious significance in the lives of many young
adults and the universities we have visited. It has reinforced in
our minds how we have strived as a family to make God not
submitted photo
only a part of our church lives but our daily lives also. We have
tried to live our lives—both as a family and individually—
Samantha and Christina Miller—Seniors at
Visitation
Academy in 2012—2013 and in search for
knowing that God is ‘in the Mass’ and is in ‘all that we are’ and
a university to continue their Catholic Faith.
in ‘all that we do’ throughout each day. For some young adults
it is harder than ever to express their Catholic faith. This is why we found such comfort in knowing that
the presence of God still resides in colleges and universities which still proudly declare themselves
“Catholic.” It is in these institutions that our youth will not be hindered, but supported by the community
to continue to pursue God in their daily lives, and not be tempted to abandon their religion. We still have a
long journey to travel in finding the “right” university for our daughters, but it is comforting to know that
“Catholic” universities are ready and willing to continue the nurturing and faith building begun by “the
family” and by “the church.”

PAGE 11

Seniors
Rock
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
above—Holy Infant Seniors Picnic June 7, 2012.
We do not lack for food.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp
above—Holy Infant Seniors enjoy time together at
the June 3 reception for

below—Holy Infant Seniors enjoy a
great bar-b-que.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp
above—Father Bannes and Father Stanger
assist Pauline Nocifora
in the Pot Of Gold game
during the Holy Infant Seniors Picnic.
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Regular Mass
Schedule
Sunday Obligation
Saturday: 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,
10:15 a.m. and noon

Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m. and
8 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.

Holy Infant Church
627 Dennison Drive, Ballwin MO 63021-4898
Rectory: (636) 227-7440 FAX (636) 227-4548
Website: www.holyinfantballwin.org
Pastoral Staff
Father Edward J. Stanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor
Father Timothy L. Bannes . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Father Christopher Dunlap. . . . . . Associate Pastor

Holy Day Masses

Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration
24 hours, 7 days a week.
Enter the chapel through the
main lobby.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Closed for lunch from noon -1 p.m.
Ministry to the Homebound
Please call the rectory if you are ill at home or in the hospital or
nursing facility and would like Communion brought to you. Volunteers also are available to help in other ways.

Holy Infant Parish
627 Dennison Drive
Ballwin, MO 63021-4898

Please check the bulletin or
call the rectory to check
times for Holy Day Masses.
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